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Dear church family,

For the past three years, I’ve been working fulltime as a Bible Teacher at a
Christian school and also pastoring the college-age ministry here at
church along with trying to be a good husband to my wife and a father to
my three kids who are ages 6, 4, and 2 respectively.

Can I be honest with you?

I’m really tired.

I’m not trying to complain or to seek empathy or even a pat on the back.
I’m just saying I’m tired. On a lot of levels, I’m feeling the effects of this
busy season of life and I’ve also realized how easy it can be to allow
busyness to rob our hearts of the joy God wants to give us and the work
He wants to do in us.

One of the books which has been speaking to me in this regard is titled
Crazy Busy by Kevin DeYoung. In it, he cites the Parable of the Sower in
Mark 4:1-20 and in talking about the affects of the Word of God on our
hearts, he points out in the third soil (the thorny soil) Jesus describes there
are three obstacles which hinder the Word of God from producing fruit in
our lives.

The one which really stood out to me was what Jesus called, “the cares of
the world” (Mark 4:19) and DeYoung wrote, “. . . for most of us, it isn’t
heresy or apostasy that will derail our faith. It’s all the worries of life.
You’ve got car repairs. Then your water heater goes out. The kids need to
see a doctor. You haven’t done your taxes yet. Your checkbook isn’t
balanced. You’re behind on thank-you notes. You promised your mother
you’d come over and fix a faucet. Your refrigerator is empty. Your lawn
needs mowing. Your curtains don’t look right. Your washing machine
keeps rattling.”

He also wrote, “That’s life for most of us and it’s choking out spiritual life.”

And so, in coming against this busyness, the solution may be for some of
us to simplify our lives, but for all of us, we need to make sure we are
building time into our schedules to order our priorities and cultivate a heart
which is receptive to God’s Word and to the work He wants to do in us.

I know that’s true for my life and I hope it’s an encouragement for you as
you live out your busy life. My prayer is for all of us to grow in this regard
so God can make us a fruitful people by His Word.

In Christ alone,

Pastor Chris
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For many families, the month of June heralds the end of spring and the beginning of summer. This
year, for our family, June saw the end of high school for our daughter, Lauren, as she completed
her studies and graduated. Our family looks forward to a new beginning as she prepares for
college.

Likewise, our church is hopefully seeing a new beginning in terms of financial health for the year.
The month of April saw positive net revenue for the first time in 2014 of $18,643. Although a
significant part of the increase in revenue was due to a large one-time gift as well as a special Easter offering; it is
encouraging to see improvement in this area.

We are still struggling a bit with decreased Nehemiah giving. Our church has about one more year to go with the
Nehemiah 4 campaign, and, with much prayer, we will meet our goal of $1,757,616.

Our church treasurer, Wes Harada, reported on the May 19 Finance/Debt Retirement Committee meeting. The members
have been looking at ways to achieve the twin goals of creating more parking spaces and eliminating the debt that our
church is carrying. They have considered a proposal that would create both additional parking spaces and a new
revenue stream for the church. However, the proposal would not assist in paying off the church loans. Therefore, it is
likely that a Nehemiah 5 campaign, hopefully the last of such campaigns, will kick off in 2015.

Your Board approved the membership applications of Irene Tango and Eiko Summers, who joined GVBC through
baptism.  We welcome these two new members into our fellowship.

Pastor Steve announced that the overarching theme for our church in 2015 would be “Outreach and Evangelism.” He
decided to settle on the yearly theme earlier, so that the various committees that are planning their budgets for next year
will know what the theme is and can coordinate their budgets accordingly.

Your Board is continuing to consider what to do with the pipe organ in the sanctuary. The Finance Committee will look at
the cost of repair, which is estimated now to be about $25,000. Attendees at our first service will be surveyed to see
whether they think our church should pay this amount to fix the organ.

Continue to pray for your Board as we deal with many issues that our church faces.

Until next month . . .

JUNE BOARD REPORT
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR
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Donations and Flowers given
in honor or loving memory

FROM TO
Merrick Yoshida and

Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Kazumi Yoshida
Cindy Iiyama Kay Iiyama
Susie Shelley Doris I. Flower
Amy Kato Bob

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones sup-
port College Scholarship Fund, unless specified.
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Sunday, July 27 to Friday, August 1
Oak Glen Christian Conference Center in Yucaipa.

This year’s camp theme is “Agents of C.H.A.N.G.E.” based on Romans 12.

Camp fee is $260 until Sunday, July 13. Sorry, NO registration after July 13. Additional
sibling discounts and scholarships available (see camp registration form). Camp picture
is included.

All students need to be at GVBC by 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, July 27.

PLEASE NOTE: the buses will be returning to GVBC much earlier than
previous years. Please be at the church on Friday, August 1 between
12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. to pick up your child.

Lunch will NOT be provided at camp on August 1 so please take this
opportunity to have lunch with your children and ask them about their
week at camp.

Application and scholarship forms available on our website, click on
“Ministry” then click “Youth Camp” or see Layne Wakuta, Pastor Daniel
Matsuda or the church office.

For info about Oak Glen Conference Center go to: www.oakglen.org.

SPACE IS LIMITED so return your application with your check ASAP.

Cancellation/Refund Policy

Cancellations made up to July 13 Refund of camp fee, less $25.00
Cancellations from July 14-20 Refund of 50% of the camp fee
After July 20 or No Shows NO REFUND

YOUTH SUMMER CAMP
SENIOR HIGH & MIDDLE SCHOOL
AGENTS OF C.H.A.N.G.E

On Friday, May 30 Rob Kato and David Clayton prepared a tomato-sauce
hamburger goulash. The rest of the crew prepared rice, green salad, carrots and
green beans, buttered bread, fruit salad, cookies, and lemonade. We had about 60
guests come to enjoy the meal. We had special care packages made by children
from the kindergarten of 186th Street School. We had 180 varying packages full of
love which included toiletries such as shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, lotion, and
soap along with juice and water bottles. Each student attached a wonderful note to
their package.

Thank you to Karin Moore, a former teacher at 186th Street School and Friday Food
volunteer, and Jessica Braceros, teacher’s aide at 186th Street School for helping to
organize this heartfelt project and distribute the packages to our guests.

On Friday, June 6, we served 8 trays of lasagna, garlic bread, green salad, a veggie
mix, fruit salad, cookies and punch to about 55 people. We
were blessed to have Terry Weber from the Wednesday
Basketball Fellowship and his ukulele group join us and
play “Amazing Grace” and Hawaiian music during dinner.
Thanks Terry!  Everyone enjoyed the music.

Thanks to all involved in our ministry to serve our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ!  May the Lord continue to use us, not
only here, but in our daily lives, as well.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY
BY GERALD MAYEWAKI
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HONORING COMMITMENTS
PROFILE OF TAMMY HERNANDEZ,
GVBC EARLY CHILDHOOD COORDINATOR
BY KATHY AISO
“IT IS IMPORTANT TO HONOR YOUR COMMITMENTS.” — FOCUS ON THE FAMILY

study led by Pastor Ron Matsuda. While attending
Bible study, Tammy was asked to serve in the
High School Ministry. At the time, she did not feel
called or equipped for this ministry. However,
when the need for Sunday school teachers for the
Early Childhood Ministry occurred, God placed in
Tammy’s heart the desire to serve.

Before attending U.C.L.A., Tammy attended El
Camino College and was pondering a career in
fashion design. At U.C.L.A., her focus switched to
art history which she found fascinating. In 1998,

she earned a B.A. in History/Art History. As an intern in
college plus four years afterward, Tammy worked as an
art publicist for art shows and art exhibitions by non-profit
organizations. She also worked for a perfume company.

TAMMY MEETS HER FUTURE HUSBAND
Through a friend, she met her future husband,
Aaron Hernandez. They were married by Pastor
Steve Langley in October 2003 in Torrance.
Earlier in 2003, Tammy was baptized, wanting to
make the commitment to God before committing
to her husband. One of the many traits which
Tammy admires in Aaron is his ability to connect
with people. This includes not just adults, but
children, especially their four-year-old son, Alex.
Aaron and Tammy enjoy working with Alex and
the other preschoolers as teachers in the Early
Childhood Sunday school. With her art
background, she brings her artistic flair and gifts

to teaching as well as her position as Early Childhood
Coordinator.

Since April of this year, Tammy has served as Early
Childhood Coordinator. In the beginning, she was asked
by Susan Wakuta if she would consider the position.
Tammy prayed about it and felt led to the position
because it would involve her supporting children, the
ministry, and the families. It was also a part-time position
which worked well since she was a stay-at-home mom.

GOD SEES NOT AS MAN SEES
Tammy’s favorite Bible verse, I Samuel 16:7 reminds her
— as Early Childhood Coordinator — to always look at
the heart of God’s people (including her own). For her, it
answers two questions about Christian service: How does
God want me to serve the children in ministry; and how
does He want me to look at others in the way they serve?

“But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his
appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man
looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at
the heart.’”

With unwavering commitment, Tammy is dedicated to
touching young lives for the furtherance of God’s
Kingdom.

TAMMY HERANDEZ is on a lifelong mission
to honor her commitment to the Lord about
serving. As a young adult, Tammy searched for
her area of ministry. After taking the 301 Class
“Discovering Ministry” at GVBC taught by Pastors
Daniel Matsuda and Annette Kakimoto, Tammy
was still puzzled. However, the class set her on
the path to discovering where her ministry or
calling might be.

I’M NOT GIVING UP
After trying different areas of serving, she kept telling
herself as well as the Lord, “I’m not giving up.” Then, one
Sunday God answered!  After glancing at the morning
worship bulletin, she noticed a call for Early Childhood
Sunday school teachers. “Maybe that’s where I belong?”
she pondered.

Earlier, while working at a perfume company,
Tammy noticed she related well with the owner
and vice-president’s young children. These fond
memories of her boss’s children clicked when she
thought about working with preschoolers. In the
beginning, teaching preschoolers was uncharted
territory for her. However, she was up for the
challenge, persevering with success. God also
provided inspirational teachers to work alongside
her, such as, Amy Nguyen (former GVBC
pastoral intern) and Masao Kushigemachi.

Tammy fondly recalled how dedicated and
spirited Amy and Mas were. While Amy had the gift of
teaching, Mas showed the joy of the Lord toward the
children and their families. Now years later, Tammy’s
been faithfully committed to Early Childhood, having
taught Sunday school for ten years. Most of her teaching
was in preschool and for a brief period, kindergarten. As
our present GVBC Early Childhood Coordinator, Tammy
feels God wants her to reach out not only to the children,
but to their parents. She initiates conversations with
parents during Sunday school and special events.

GRASPING WHAT LIVING FOR GOD MEANS
A native of Kauai, Hawaii, Tammy came with her family to
Southern California when she was three. She, along with
her older brother, Randy, attended Torrance schools.
Being a Christian, her mother, Jan, took her and Randy to
South Bay Free Methodist Church, formerly in Lomita.
Tammy attended Sunday school there from elementary
through high school. During her elementary years, she
accepted the Lord. Although she understood Jesus loved
her, she did not fully grasp what living for God meant.
Beginning in college and as a young adult she grew into
an understanding of this concept.

Following graduation from West High School in June
1993, Tammy began attending GVBC with her friend,
Jennifer. As a young adult, she attended Sunday worship
services, a young-adult Bible study, and another Bible
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FAMILY NEWS
“A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

New Baby announcements
Congratulations to Alex Galeano & Haruka Hayakawa in the birth of their new
baby girl, Alisa Galeano, born, Monday, June 16. Alisa was 7 lbs. 3 oz. Little
Alisa has a big sister, Hanna.
Congratulations to Brian & Allison Lo in the birth of their baby boy, Zachary
Koji born Thursday, June 26 at 9:50 a.m. Zachary weighed 7 lbs. 11 oz. and he
was 19.5" long. Zachary has an older sister, Elise, and his proud grandma is
Linda Fujikawa.

Letters to our church family
Dear Gardena Valley Baptist Church, Thank you very much for the beautiful
flowers [for Marilyn Sakuda’s service held at Green Hills Cemetery on June
20]!  It was so nice of you and appreciated more than words can say! Love,
The Sakuda Family

OUR MISSION FIELD
“GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . .” MATTHEW 28:19

2014 GVBC JAPAN TEAM BY JULIET SCHURR
Twice now, our family has had the wonderful opportunity to help host Japanese college students from Rifu Oasis Chapel.
Kou stayed at our house for a few days in the summer of 2012 when he and Yoshi (on staff at Rifu Oasis Chapel) and
Aki came to GVBC to spend time learning, sharing and reenergizing while participating in the Youth and Nichigo
Ministries. This past spring my family along with three other GVBC families (the Rocks, Colliers and Hiranos), took turns
opening our homes to give Mizuki a homestay experience. It was heartening to hear from Mizuki. He stated he studied
the Bible with Yoshi while he was in high school and recently became a believer in Jesus.

In April, while traveling in Japan, I was able to visit Rifu Oasis Chapel and see Kou and Mizuki again. Both were serving
in the church with Kou operating the sound system during service and Mizuki organizing a church-wide activity. Everyone
was very welcoming at Rifu Oasis Chapel and the gracious hospitality of Yoshi and his new wife, Emi, made the visit a
memorable time of Christian fellowship. Emi was also the Japanese translator for Dan, the American missionary currently
serving at the church who delivered the Sunday message. When our daughters, Naomi and Jenna (in Japan for school
programs), visited Rifu Oasis Chapel in June, they also experienced the shared bond of the family of God. Praise God!  It
has been a good time of extending friendship and encouragement between the congregations. Rifu Oasis Chapel is
looking forward to the GVBC team coming in August.

(L) Kou’s visit in 2012
Getty Center

(R) Mizuki’s visit in 2014
Hollywood Sign

(L) Juliet visiting Kou in Rifu, April 2014
(Middle) Missionary Dan with Emi translating at a Rifu Oasis Chapel Sunday service, April 2014
(R) Naomi and Jenna visiting Mizuki and Yoshi at Rifu Oasis Chapel, June 2014

in the birth of their baby girl, Saeri
Faith, born Friday, June 27. Saeri
weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz. and she was 20.5”
long. Big brother Taisei and sister
Marisa welcomed her home.



they lead you on an inspirational tour, tracing the journeys
of the Apostle Paul in ancient Asia Minor.
Cost: $3,995 per person [make checks out to NAWAS
International Travel]. Please include a clear photocopy of
your passport with the reservation form. Mail your
reservation form and check to:  Rev. Sam Tonomura,
JEMS, 948 East 2nd St., Los Angeles, CA 90012
DEADLINE: registration form and full payment due by
Friday, July 25.
Tour features round trip airfare from LAX; government
taxes and airline fuel surcharges; accommodations at first
class/select hotels, sharing in twin-bedded rooms with
private bath; daily breakfast and dinner; comprehensive
sightseeing throughout, including entrance fees; transfers
by private motorcoach, including porterage; all hotel
service charges and local taxes; automatic $100,000 flight
insurance policy.
Pick up a flyer and registration forms on the Narthex
counter for more information.

FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

OASIS
On break until September

OFFICE CLOSED
Friday, July 4 for Independence Day.

WORK DAY
July 5, 8:00 a.m. to noon. Usually on the first Saturday of
each month. The next Work Day is August 5. Come when
you can and leave when you must. No experience needed.
Lunch is provided.

GVBC REUNION FOR TEEN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Saturday, July 12 at GVBC, 12:00 noon, potluck lunch, in
celebration of our 100th Anniversary. TCF was a Sunday
night fellowship and youth ministry in the late 1960s to the
late 1980s. If you were part of GVBC youth/college groups
during this era, please join us for a time of fellowship, food,
music and special guests. Baptist Youth Fellowship
members from the mid 40s thru 50s are welcomed, too.
And, please spread the word to invite your friends.
Questions?  Contact Kent Komae at: kkomae@aol.com.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, July 12, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Pastor Eiji Osato will be
speaking on prayer and Kouji Hattori will give his
testimony. Refreshments served in Room 201 after the
service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact Pastor
Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net. Next Bilingual Service
is August 9.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays of July 19, August, 30, September 27, 8:00 a.m.
— 1:00 p.m., Community Hall. All men invited.

GVBC JOB CLUB
Free seminar: “Winning the Job Search as a Christian” on
Saturday, July 19, 10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. room 220.
GVBCers and the community are invited. This seminar
provides biblically-based guidance and addresses specific
needs and concerns. It is an opportunity for Christians who
are unemployed, facing a layoff, or pursuing a career
transition to learn valuable cutting-edge techniques to
explore the unadvertised job market, and revise their
résumé/cover letter. Special guest speaker is Jeff Farmer,
a career counselor and hiring manager. Register at:
winasachristian.eventbrite.com or call the church office.
Walk-ins welcome.
The Job Club meets once a month on Tuesdays at 6:30pm
in room 119. Our next meeting will be August 12.

WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday, October 17, 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, October
18, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Friday will be a Women's Night of
Worship. Saturday we’ll have messages, crafts, workshops,
etc. Save the date!

GREECE & TURKEY “IN THE STEPS OF PAUL” TOUR
12-day tour from Monday, November 3 to Friday,
November 14 to Athens, Corinth, Delphi, Kalambaka,
Thessaloniki, Kavala, Canakkale, Pergamum, Izmir,
Pamukkale, Ephesus, and Istanbul.
Join Reverends Steve Langley and Sam Tonomura as

KidZone

7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Community Hall

July 4 NO KidZone (Independence Day)
July 11 Round Ball Rally
July 14-18
July 18
July 25 Ogreland

August 1
August 8 Dragon Tail Tag

Saturday, August 9 Family Picnic at Guener Park
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

August 15 Frisbee Golf
August 22 KidZone 5th Grade Farewell
August 29 NO KidZone (Labor Day Weekend)

Contact Susan Wakuta in the office or email her at
susan@gvbc.net
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100th Anniversary Sunday Services Choir

WANTED:
Voices for a mass 100th Anniversary choir to sing for both
worship services on Sunday, August 17.
Choir director is Wendy Katagi.

Rehearsals start Sunday, July 13 between
the worship services in Room 159 (behind the

August 17.

Contact Wendy Katagi through the church office or Susie
Shelley at Susie@gvbc.net
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ONLINE GIVING
Don’t have a check or cash handy?  You can give online!
For various opportunities to donate check our website at www.gvbc.net “Give.”

The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, July 23 at www.gvbc.net. Hard copies available in the GVBC Narthex and in the
back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, July 20.

PARKING ON SUNDAYS
Every Sunday, we have the use of the Union Bank parking lot,
located on the corner of Western Ave and 158th St!  Please help
ease congestion by parking there.

100TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
100 ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON

Saturday, August 16,11:30 a.m., Marriott Hotel, 3635 Fashion Way, Torrance. Space is
limited. First come, first serve so return your RSVP & money soon!  [Make checks out to
GVBC with “100th Luncheon” on the subject line]. Suggested attire is business casual.

Senior Citizen (age 70 & up) $20/person
Adults $30/person
Youth (age 12-23) $20/person
Children (age 3-11) $12/person
A family’s maximum cost is $75
(Family includes 2 adults plus children and youth.)

Please list all names in your party on your RSVP card, such as: your name, your children, and all your guests’
names. You can also print the registration form from our web site then mail it along with your check to the church
office. Just click on “100th Anniversary.” DEADLINE to register is Friday, July 18.

100TH ANNIVERSARY GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, August 22, Lakewood Country Club
Early Bird Special $135 received by July 21
Fee after July 21 is $150

Don’t golf?  You can participate in other ways:

 Tee sponsors: $100 per sign. Tee signs (in memory or honor of, or business cards) will be placed on
the golf course. Tee Sponsor forms are available on the Narthex counter or on the web site, calendar
section.

 Volunteers are needed to help during the tournament.

 Raffle prizes/donations are needed, such as golf equipment, accessories, apparel, gift certificates to restaurants &
businesses; tickets to sporting events, small appliances, gift baskets, etc.

If you can participate in any way, please call Wendy in the church office, #672. For detailed information, pick up a brochure
on the Narthex counter or on the web site. Thank you for your help in celebrating our 100 years!
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Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

Steve Langley Senior Pastor ext. 0

Daniel Matsuda Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

Eiji Osato Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

James Chang Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

Annette Kakimoto Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

Chris Koga Assistant Pastor, College ext. 685

Layne Wakuta Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

Susan Wakuta Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

Michelle Koga Nursery Director
Tammy Hernandez Early Childhood Coordinator
Naoto Funada Nichigo Worship Coordinator
Wendy Nakano Office Manager ext. 672

Peggy Kushigemachi Financial Assistant ext. 675

Jan Magnani Secretary ext. 671

Rei Abe Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

Aubrey Matsunami Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

Susie Shelley Newsletter Editor ext. 673

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa Maintenance Assistant
Gerald Mayewaki Facilities Assistant
Jai Phetsomphou Maintenance Assistant
Robert Kato Sunday Services, Assistant
Edmond Aviado Sunday Services, Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

~ STUCK TOGETHER ~
SUNDAY, JULY 6 / COMMUNION

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ 1 Corinthians 12:1-31
Body of Christ: Manifestation of the Spirit

SUNDAY, JULY 13
Special Speaker for 100th Anniversary

Jim Cumbee

SUNDAY, JULY 20
1 Corinthians 13:1-13

Love of Christ: The Most Excellent Way

SUNDAY, JULY 27
1 Corinthians 14:1-40

Speaking for Christ: Orderly Worship


